North Carolina Criminal Justice Association
2011 Annual Conference
February 17-19, 2011
Homewood Suites at Crabtree Valley
Raleigh, North Carolina
______________________________________________________________________________
Thursday, February 17, 2011

8am


Registration opens

8-9am


Continental breakfast
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8-9am


Opening Board Meeting
______________________________________________________________________________
9:30-10:45am

PANEL 1: Policing: Contemporary Issues and Challenges 


Chair: Michael Potts (Methodist University)
Papers:

Promising Strategies and Practices for Reducing Citizen Complaints and Improving Performance in Law Enforcement Agencies:  A Proactive Approach, by Captain Thomas Forrest (Greenville Police Department, and Methodist University)
Police executives are constantly looking for ways to effectively lead and manage personnel in their organizations. The primary strategy is to use recruitment and selection to ensure employees are a good fit for the organization. In response to poor job performance and citizen complaints, discipline is the common response. Although somewhat effective, discipline tends to be reactive often producing minimal improvement in performance. A proactive strategy is needed. A number of practices for improving employee job performance and reducing complaints will be examined. The paper will conclude with a discussion of achieving accountability using external pressure and control.

Law Enforcement and the Challenges of Autism, by Rick Brown (North Carolina Justice Academy)

Autism is a general term used to describe a group of complex developmental brain disorders orders  which seriously affects a person’s communication, socialization and decision making skills. Nearly one in every 110 children are diagnosed some form of autism. Persons with autism and other developmental disabilities have up to seven times more contacts with law enforcement agencies during their lifetime than neuro-typical  persons. Using case studies and video, this presentation focuses on the challenges presented when law enforcement officers come into contact with autistic subjects in such diverse encounters as victims of crimes, wanderers, witnesses and offenders. Emphasis is placed on the practical and legal issues of recognition and response.

The Ethics of the P300-Based Concealed Information Test for Use in Law Enforcement, by Michael Potts (Methodist University)

Meixner and Rosenfeld have explored applying the P-300 test, which detects EEG cortical signals that putatively indicate guilt and knowledge of concealed information, to a mock scenario involving a planned terrorist attack. The test correctly identified 100% of guilty subjects with concealed knowledge of the plot. Ethical and legal issues will arise should the P-300 test be used in real life by law enforcement and by Homeland Security. This paper will argue that utilitarian arguments concerning the potential benefits of P-300 technology are not sufficient to overcome ethical and legal barriers.

______________________________________________________________________________

11am-12:15pm
PANEL 2: Sentencing and Punishment: Theological, and Social Justice Issues 
Chair: Cyndy Caravelis Hughes (Western Carolina University)
Papers:


Sentencing Disparities in the Criminal Justice System: The Implications for Social Justice, by Eric Moore (Appalachian State University) 

Many studies have been conducted on the harsher treatment received by African Americans by the criminal justice system, yet not many studies focus on how this relates to social justice. This study employs David Miller’s theory of social justice to determine whether or not perceived racial disparities seen in sentencing are consistent or inconsistent with social justice. The current study accepts the original hypothesis that in terms of the principles need, desert, and equality, racial disparities in sentencing are inconsistent with social justice.
Theological Reflections of the Penal System, by Kelvin Bethea (Columbia Theological Seminary)
This paper interrogates the criminal justice system through ethical and theological lenses, arguing that the failure of the penal system has adversely contributed to the cycle of decimation that has devastated the black community. Moreover, the paper addresses the mechanism of oppression caused by the penal system that contributes to the crippling in minority communities. Few people know the realities of this system, yet we cannot literally afford to be ignorant about this anymore. The penal system has condemned generations in poor communities and this new slavery regime has seduced and beguiled the American population into sanctioning its cause.
The Application of the Death Penalty in North Carolina, by Cyndy Caravelis Hughes (Western Carolina University)
This paper examines the application of the death penalty in North Carolina. Specifically, this paper examines whether individual attributes, such as race and ethnicity, impact an individual’s likelihood of receiving the death penalty for eligible offenders. Additionally, a second level of analysis will examine whether county level characteristics have a direct effect on the relationship. The broad theoretical framework that guides the present research is grounded in the social threat and social control perspectives, which argue that minorities on both the individual and aggregate levels may be perceived as threatening in ways that can mobilize or enhance social controls.

______________________________________________________________________________

12:30-1:30 pm 
Lunch break (on your own)

______________________________________________________________________________
1:45-3pm
PANEL 3: Criminal Justice Education, Part 1: Issues in Curriculum, Hiring, and Publishing in Criminal Justice
Chair: Matthew Robinson (Appalachian State University)
Papers:

The Role of the Juris Doctorate (JD) in Criminal Justice Education, by James Mayes (North Carolina A&T University)

The JD academic has a distinct and unique role in criminal justice education. The character and function of this role is best understood in the context of the law and legal education. To refute spurious assertions concerning the status and utility of the JD a brief discussion of the law, legal education and academic standards is provided. Legal education is relevant and sufficient for instruction in criminal justice programs. The primary purpose of a JD is not social science research but the analysis of the principles and rules of substantive law, the structure, processes and procedures of the legal system and legal research methodology. To restrict or eliminate the role of the JD academic in criminal justice education would undermine the interdisciplinarity of the field and compromise the learning outcomes established for criminal justice programs.
Curricular Directions in Criminology & Criminal Justice at Western Carolina University (WCU), by Steve Brown (Western Carolina University)


The Department of Criminology & Criminal Justice at Western Carolina University undertook major curricular revisions last academic year. The residential degree has highlighted a criminological perspective, the scientific method, diversity and ethics in criminal justice. These align with formal goals of fostering effective communication skills, solving complex problems, clarification of values and exposure to justice systems around the world. The distance learning (online) program now entails an emphasis in the Administration of Justice and restricts admission to practicing professionals. These changes will be discussed in the context of the maturing of the discipline and current challenges.

Unshackling the Journals of Criminal Justice, by Allan Scherlen and Matthew Robinson (Appalachian State University)

While we are all too familiar with the economic crisis affecting our lives, how many in the criminal justice field are aware of the journal subscription inflation crisis? What about the associated journal access problem that blocks many scholars and practitioners from accessing their own literature? When we publish an article in criminal justice, are we simply seeking to get another item on the CV with little to no concern if others in our discipline are able to access the article? Or, do we want to convey the content of that article to as many readers as possible? The presenters will report the findings of their research on the injustice of journal subscription barriers and the perceptions of criminal justice journal editors related to open access. The presenters will invite debate about the value and challenges of opening access to criminal justice journal literature. Participants, as members of criminal justice associations that sponsor journals, can play an important role in deciding the fate of articles that may be locked away from view in those journals. Therefore, it is critical to engage the membership in a discussion that may determine the future of their associations’ scholarly communication.   

______________________________________________________________________________
3:15-4:30 pm
Plenary 1: Increasing Criminal Justice Students’ Awareness of Career Opportunities in Private Security, by Anthony Potter (Novant Health, Public Security)

Most criminal justice students are looking forward to careers in the public sector at the local, state or federal level. However, the current recession has significantly reduced these job opportunities. Although the private sector has been equally hard-hit, private security is still a rapidly growing field with varied opportunities for employment in many areas. There are currently three positions open in private security for everyone in criminal justice. This paper will focus on ways to increasing students’ awareness of these opportunities:  course offerings, guest lecturers, internships, outside readings, research projects, student memberships in professional associations, and opportunities for employment while still in school that can add valuable experience to a student’s resume.  

______________________________________________________________________________

4:45-6 pm
Roundtable 1: Criminal Justice Graduate Program Directors, by Michael Maume (University of North Carolina Wilmington, Lynne Snowden (University of North Carolina Wilmington), John Kerbs (East Carolina University) Ken Mullen (Appalachian State University), and Lorenzo Boyd (Fayetteville State University)
This roundtable will feature a discussion of issues facing directors of graduate programs in criminal justice and criminology in North Carolina.

______________________________________________________________________________


6 pm
Conference adjourned for day; Explore Raleigh!

Free dinner and drinks (for hotel guests only)
[image: image2.wmf]
______________________________________________________________________________

Friday, February 18, 2011

8am


Registration opens

8-9am


Continental breakfast
[image: image3.png]



______________________________________________________________________________

9:30-10:45am
PANEL 4: Criminal Justice Education, Part 2: Student Perceptions of Criminal Justice Decision-Making
Chair: Jamie Vaske (Western Carolina University)
Papers:

Student Perceptions of Legal and Extralegal Factors in Officers’ Decisions to Stop and Arrest, by Travis Simpson (Western Carolina University)

Using data that were collected from a North Carolina University consisting of 300 students, the study will examine two research questions that relates to the students’ perception of police officers decision to initiate stops and make arrests. First, it will examine which factors that students believe to be vital to police officers decision to initiate stops and make arrests. In other words, the study will examine whether students believe that police officers use extralegal factors or legal factors to initiate stops or make arrests. Secondly, the study will examine the factors that influence the students’ perceptions of the relevant factors.

Student Perceptions of Legal and Extralegal Factors in Judges’ Pretrial Decisions, by Jamie Vaske (Western Carolina University)
The current study examines two research questions related to students’ perceptions of judges’ pretrial decision-making processes. First, it examines whether students believe that extralegal factors are more important to pretrial decisions than legal factors. Second, it investigates the student characteristics that may be associated with beliefs that extralegal factors are more relevant. The implications of these findings are discussed.

Student Perceptions of Legal and Extralegal Factors in Judges’ Sentencing Decisions, by Derek Mueller (Western Carolina University)

This study will examine two research questions related to students’ perceptions of judges sentencing decisions. First, the study will examine what factors students believe are pertinent to judges’ sentencing decisions. More specifically, the study will focus on whether students perceive extralegal factors to be more relevant in judges’ sentencing decisions than legal factors. Second, the study will examine factors that may influence students’ perception of relevant factors in regards to judges’ sentencing decisions.

______________________________________________________________________________

11am-12:15pm
PLENARY 2: The Center for Community Justice & Service Learning at Fayetteville State University, by Melissa Hickman Barlow and David Barlow (Fayetteville State University)

Criminal law and criminal justice policies are typically created and applied with little or no input from residents of the communities most affected by them. In recent decades, law and policy have resulted in dramatic increases in incarceration and a growing body of research demonstrates that increases in incarceration are concentrated in neighborhoods already destabilized by economic disadvantage and racial/ethnic marginalization. This paper reports on the development of the Center for Community Justice & Service Learning at Fayetteville State University in North Carolina to engage university faculty, staff and students in helping to bridge the divide between those who make and apply criminal justice policies and the residents of communities most affected by them. 

________________________________________________________________________

12:30-2 pm
Awards luncheon and presentation about the history of the North Carolina Criminal Justice Association (NCCJA) 
(included in price of conference registration for attendees)
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______________________________________________________________________________

2-3:15 pm 
Presidential Plenary: National Drug Control Policy under President Barack Obama, by Matthew Robinson (Appalachian State University)

This plenary session discusses President Barack Obama’s approach to national drug control policy as laid out in the National Drug Control Strategy. Obama’s approach, led by Director of Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) Director Gil Kerlikowske, is compared and contrasted to approaches or previous Presidents and ONDCP Directors. Specific findings from the 2010 National Drug Control Strategy will be presented and critiqued.

______________________________________________________________________________

3:30-4:45 pm              PANEL 5: Juvenile Justice Philosophy and Practice in North Carolina

Chair: Margaret Zahn (North Carolina State University)
Papers:
The North Carolina Juvenile Justice System: A System Based in Rehabilitation, by Jennifer Varipapa (Appalachian State University)
The purpose of this paper is to show that there is, indeed a difference in the way the criminal justice system approaches juveniles and the way the system approaches adults.  Historically, the adult system has been founded on punitive beliefs, whereas the juvenile system relies more heavily on rehabilitation. North Carolina is the primary state of interest in this paper; however, personal experiences and other aspects of the South Carolina Department of Juvenile Justice (SCDJJ) are used as well. Research of both the historical and the modern juvenile system in North Carolina, as well as the personal experiences of the writer (and other employees of the SCDJJ) are taken into account when providing the information for this paper.

How Might the Evidence Base on the Effectiveness of Gender-Responsive Programming Inform North Carolina's Juvenile Justice Practice? by Margaret A. Zahn, Lisa Tichavsky, and Jacob Day (North Carolina State University)
The past decade has witnessed increased attention to the issue of girls in the juvenile justice system. In response to comparatively smaller decreases in girls’ arrests and the reauthorization of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act in 1992 that forced states to ensure equal access to juvenile justice services for girls, practitioners and policy-makers across the nation have implemented juvenile justice programming tailored specifically to the needs of girls. We review the evaluation evidence regarding the effectiveness of these gender-responsive programs and discuss the implications for delinquency prevention and intervention in North Carolina.

The Impact of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 2002 in North Carolina for Juveniles, by Daniel White (North Carolina A&T University)
This research study examines county-wide arrest data from several sources to analyze and critique arrests prior to and after the change in legislation related to DMC (Disproportionate Minority Contact) within this 2002 legislation for any patterns that may exist. The goal is assessment of racial disparity and the recommendation of future avenues that may enhance the goal of decreasing DMC.
______________________________________________________________________________
5-6:15 pm

PANEL 6: Issues in Crime and Terrorism

Chair: Michael Maume (University of North Carolina Wilmington)

Papers:
With Great Power Comes Great Responsibility:  How Students Use and Misuse Technology, by Elicia Kieser (Methodist University)

While students may understand the Ying and Yang of modern technology, do they truly appreciate the consequences that may result from the misuse of technology? This study discusses the various consequences of cyber activity, including felony records, decreased employment opportunities, and social stigma. While students seem to understand, at least in a broad sense, the potential dangers in the misuse of technology, many are participating in dangerous activities none the less. This project uses survey data in an attempt to understand the level of student participation in various cyber activities, and to assess the true gap between being tech savvy and having common sense.  

Home Invasion Robbery:  What We Know About It and a Report on Related Research in Progress, by Bobby Little (High Point University) and Max Boylen (Stanly County Community College)
Robbery is considered to be one of the most serious crimes in the United States, as research indicates that a significant proportion of robbers employ a deadly weapon or use bodily physical force to take money or other items of value from victims. Not only is robbery a violent and psychologically frightening crime for victims to experience, robbery frequently involves some degree of physical injury to victims, as well as the potential for loss of life. In addition, robbery accounts for a tremendous amount of stolen money and other forms of property losses by victims. There are numerous types of robbery such as bank robbery, street muggings, convenience store robbery, cab driver robbery and others. One relatively recent type of robbery to emerge is “home invasion robbery.” This type of robbery involves forced, coerced or fraudulent entry of a residence, paired with violent or coercive tactics with occupants, in order to steal items from the occupants. This type of robbery is rapidly growing in its popularity among criminals as the crime affords certain advantages to robbers. Relatively little research has been conducted on this type of robbery. The purpose of this paper is to provide a foundation of knowledge concerning the current research findings associated with home invasion robbery and to report on the authors’ research in progress on this subject.  

Weapon Use in Intimate Partner Violence Incidents in Rural North Carolina, by Michael Maume, Christina Lanier, Leslie Hossfeld, and Kyle Wehmann (University of North Carolina Wilmington)

This study relies on the concept of social isolation to analyze variation in weapon use in intimate partner violence (IPV) cases in rural North Carolina. Social isolation and IPV weapon use are operationalized through quantitative data collected in three rural counties in North Carolina. The authors relied on reports of IPV from law enforcement agencies within these counties, which were geocoded by address and located within census tracts to assess IPV weapon use and its correlates across sub-county areas. The current study expands on studies of weapon use and social isolation by criminologists and public health researchers.

European Jihadists: Assessing Threats to US Homeland Security, by William Bloss, East Carolina University

Several jihadist terror attacks plotted against the US homeland have been linked to European-based radicals. Scholars posit that a European “Islamitization” effect has contributed to a rise in Islamic extremism and spawned nascent jihadists. This paper first examines the European socio-political environment that enables Islamic extremism to thrive. Second, it analyzes the recruiting, indoctrination, and training processes used to produce global Jihadist terrorists who pose a direct danger to US homeland security. The findings suggest that reducing Euro-genic Islamist terrorist threats requires a multi-dimensional response focusing on the jihadist trajectory as well as cooperative US-European counterterrorism measures.

______________________________________________________________________________
6:15 pm
Conference adjourned for day; Explore Raleigh!



Dinner on your own

______________________________________________________________________________
Saturday, February 19, 2011

8am


Registration opens

8-9am


Continental breakfast
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______________________________________________________________________________
9:30-10:45am
PANEL 7: Criminological Theory: Issues of Labeling, Social Bonds, and Social Learning
Chair: Albert Kopak (Western Carolina University)

Papers:
The Electronic Scarlet Letter: Criminal Backgrounding and Perpetual Spoiled Identity, by Daniel Murphy (Appalachian State University), Brian Fuleihan (University of South Carolina), Stephen Richards (University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh), and Rick Jones (Marquette University)

Crimes are multi-faceted events that cannot be adequately explained with simple descriptors, yet an incredible amount of significance is afforded the relatively few simplistic labels employed by the contemporary scarlet letter. Today’s criminal records create a lifetime of stigmatization for a person. These public records employ a limited range of information. By acknowledging the deleterious effects of even one documented criminal event on an individual’s self-concept and status in society, we cannot avoid being faced with a serious moral dilemma in light of society’s prevalent reliance upon electronic criminal records. The electronic brand carried for life poses great challenges to offender rehabilitation and reintegration.

The Long-Term Protective Effects Family Factors Have on Delinquency among Latino Youth, by Albert Kopak (Western Carolina University)

North Carolina has recently experienced an unprecedented increase in its Latino population, making it extremely important to study ways to reduce criminal justice involvement in this overwhelmingly youthful male population. This study examined the lasting effects (from adolescence to early adulthood) of specific family factors that could reduce delinquent involvement among Latino youth using Waves I-III of the National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health. Results indicate that parental control served as the strongest predictor of involvement in delinquent activities for Latino youth. The quality of parent-child relationship and degree of family closeness did not predict the later likelihood of involvement in delinquency in this sample. These results are discussed in terms of their implications for criminal justice practitioners in North Carolina.  

Wrap it Up…Be Safe: Protect Yourself from Pregnancy and STDs: An Exploratory Study of Sexual Behavior in North Carolina Through Social Learning Theory, by Rohald Meneses, Hakeem Brown, Katara Oxendine,  and Kyra Lowery (University of North Carolina at Pembroke)
In this study of sexual behavior middle school, high school, and college students were asked to indicate their level of understanding about sexuality, sexually transmitted diseases, and unwanted pregnancies. The study has a twofold purpose: 1) to examine the students’ sexual behavior and understanding of it; and 2) to examine what elements of social learning theory predicted the measured of sexual behavior. Sexual behavior was measured by the frequency of sexual intercourse in their life time and past 12 months, number of sexual partners in their life time and past 12 months, and frequency of the number of STDS and unwanted pregnancies they had in their life time.  

Civility, Violence, and Resiliency:  Bulletproofing the Academy through Policy and Practice, by Anita Bledsoe-Gardner (Johnson C. Smith University)
Violence on high school and college campuses has become a major concern and a daunting issue for high school officials, college administrators, and policy makers. In the wake of human made tragedies such as rampage shootings and killings within the post secondary and collegiate settings, researchers have begin to focus their attention on school crime and collegiate community. Understanding the risk and protective factors associated with school violence, more importantly, rampage shootings/killings, is paramount towards and congruent  with the notion of understanding  post secondary and collegiate community resilience  in  an evolving educational setting. Specifically, how will the academy identify, respond to and harbor resiliency from, if necessary, threats and acts of human induced disasters likened to rampage shootings? This paper will seek to 1) identify the characteristics of rampage shootings; 2) provide a synopsis of the challenges presented by post secondary and collegiate shootings; 3) discuss community resilience; and 4) enumerate policy implications that impact the academy.

______________________________________________________________________________
11am-12:15pm
Roundtable 2: Student Criminal Justice Clubs: The Road to Success, Hope and Opportunity (Duane Everhart and the Wayne Community College Criminal Justice Club)

Students from the Wayne Community College Criminal Justice Club will present a short PowerPoint presentation on some of their successes. There will also be an open discussion from all students on what works and what doesn’t work and a sharing of ideas and opportunities to help student clubs succeed and become future leaders in criminal justice. 

______________________________________________________________________________
12:30-1:45pm
Workshop 1: Toward a New Generation of Criminal Justice and Human Service Professionals: Internships and Experiential Learning Opportunities Revisited – What Works, What Does Not Work, by Nicola Davis Bivens (Johnson C. Smith University), Yolanda Meade Byrd (Winston-Salem State University), and Anita Bledsoe-Gardner (Johnson C. Smith University)
Internships are a decades old practice (dating back to 1906) of affording students experiential learning opportunities to bridge theory and practice, with 9 out of 10 four-year institutions offering some sort of internship today. Despite the many benefits internships afford students, agencies/organizations which supervise interns, and universities, there are a number of challenges with internships and experiential learning opportunities. This proposed workshop will identify the challenges to successful internship and experiential learning opportunities and review best practices and effective methods to overcome these challenges.  It is designed for both university faculty as well as practitioners who supervise college interns. 

______________________________________________________________________________
2 pm
Final board meeting

Conference adjourned

______________________________________________________________________________

1

